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February 29, 2008
Dear Members of the Public Health Committes:

Having been fortunate enough to have received a life-saving liver transplant,
| now am able 1o look back and know how important it is for living donor
transplantation.

My journey began in 1890 when | was diagnosed with Primary Biliary
Cirrhosis. Cirrhosis truly has a stigma that t and thousands of others
continue to fight everyday. Because the wait for a transplant was so long |
had o endure dozens of transfusions, thousands of blood sticks, hundreds
of catheters drawing out gallons of fluid before | was put on the transplant
list. It would be eight long years before | received a transplant.

As | look back now, | truly realize how different it would have been had | had
the option of a living donor. The fime lost from work, the important occasions
| missed like my middle daughter's graduation, the hundreds of thousands of

“dollars for hospital stays, medication and treatments and most of all the

struggle from day to day waiting for that call...if even a small part of this
could have been eliminated! ; .

We must give those waiting for transplants not only the opportunity to
receive an organ from a living donor but also the hope that they will not have
{o die waiting. We especially must not punish those who would so
generously give life to someone else. We must then allow the financial
support they need in the way of a tax deduction to assist them in their
recovery, some of the costs being travel, lodging or lost wages. Living
Donation could be the means to an end for the 726 citizens of the State of
Connecticut who are waiting for a life saving organ transplant. That number
continues to grow daily!

In conclusion, | ask for your support of Bill # 5422 not only as a transplant
recipient but as a representative and staff member of the American Liver
Foundation. '

Sincerely,

Gy s
Philip C. Scarfo



